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'_—L‘.J'\ 5" ‘After reviewing the evidence, there can onlyoloe logical reasoas to

why a group (perhaps multiple groups)yoting Israeli men in which some where
found out to be Mossad agentgere filming the Twin Towers on 9/11beforethe
attack andthen were celebratingand taking pictures of themselves with the burning




WTC in the backgroundhey were in on it

(Photo taken fronvideo clip)

One of the Israelis says about filming the burnAgC:

"Our purpose was to document the event."

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IT8Gthqg-e4

Five men detained as suspected conspirators

Wednesday, September 12, 2001
By PAULO LIMA
Staff Writer



"About eight hours after terrorists struck Manhataallest skyscraperngplice in Bergen County
detained five men who they said were found carryingnaps linking them to the blasts

The five men, who were ia van stopped on Route 3 in East Rutherfor@round 4:30 p.m., were being
guestioned by police but had not been charged avithcrime late Tuesday. TiBergen County Police
bomb squad X-rayed packagesbut did not find any expsives authorities said.

However, sources close to the investigation saidey found other evidence linking the men to the
bombing plot.

"There are maps of the city in the car with cerfaleces highlighted," the source said.l8oked like
they're hooked in with this. It looked like they knew what was going to happemvhen they were at
Liberty State Park."

Sources also said thldmb-sniffing dogs reacted as if they had detectezkplosives although officers
were unable to find anything. The FBI seized the fea further testing, authorities said.

Sources saithe van was stopped as it headed east on Route 8fween the Hackensack River bridge
and the Sheraton hotel As a precaution, police shut down Route 3 traffiboth directions after the stop
and evacuated a small roadside motel near the t8hera

Sources close to the investigation shiel men said they were Israeli touristsbut police had not been
able to confirm their identities. Authorities wouldt release their names.

East Rutherford officers stopped the van afterfBEs Newark Field Office broadcast an alert asking
surrounding police departments to look for a wiiteevrolet van, police said.

"We got an alert to be on the lookout for a white Gevrolet van with New Jersey registration and
writing on the side," said Bergen County Police Chief John Schmitiigwree individuals were seen
celebrating in Liberty State Park after the impact. They said three people were jumping up and
down."

The East Rutherford officers summoned the counliggpbomb squad, New Jersey state troopers, and FBI
agents, who waited alongside the van as prosedutonsthe U.S. Attorney's Office tried to obtain a
warrant to search the van late Tuesday, Schmidi sa

By 10 p.m., members of the bomb squad were picktingugh the van and X-raying packages found inside,
Schmidig said.

Sources said the FBI alert, known as a BOLO orCBelLookout," was sent out at 3:31 p.m.

It read:

"Vehicle possibly related to New York terrorist attack. White, 2000 Chevrolet vanwith ‘Urban
Moving Systems' sign on back seen at Liberty Stateark, Jersey City, NJat the time of first impact
of jetliner into World Trade Center .

"Three individuals with van were seen celebrating #er initial impact and subsequent explosionFBl
Newark Field Office requests that, if the van isalied, hold for prints and detain individuals."

FBI spokeswoman Sandra Carroll declined to comraerthe incident late Tuesday.

State police Lt. Col. Barry W. Roberson confirmbd traffic stop at a late night news briefing atest
police headquarters in Trenton. He would not elatsrhowever.

Business records show almban Moving Systemswith offices on West 50th Street in Manhattan and
on West 18th Street in WeehawkenTelephone messages left at the businesses Tuegelayng were not
immediately returned.

Business records shdive owner as Dominik Suterof Fair Lawn.A woman answering the telephonet
Suter's homacknowledged he owned the company

It was not clear Tuesday whether the van stoppgublige is related to Suter's company.

A business traveler staying at the Homestead Stadiies Hotel said she watched state troopers thive
suspects away in a procession of state policeatamgt 5 p.m.

The woman, who asked not to be identified, shépeople detained appeared to be white mebut she
could not give more details. About 5:30 p.m., pokwvacuated the hotel without offering guests an
explanation.

"First, they told us we could hang out in the Ighimyt then they told us we had to leave,"” the texv&aid.
At 10 p.m., the hotel guest said she could seeast itwo police officers searching through the while a
crowd of other officers kept their distance. Exdeptpolice vehicles and a tow truck, the servicad
beside Route 3 was empty, she salBergen Record N(Archived)




Wednesday, September 12, 2001 :

Three arrested with van full of explosives
4:27:11 AM

"Reports from New York are sayiriree people have been arrested with a van of exglives

The van was stopped along the New Jersey turn-pikesar the George Washington Bridge

It was not clear why police stopped the van butwtiney didthey found it was laden down with tonnes
of explosives' - TCM Breaking News

(08:45)Car bomb found on George Washington Bridge

"American security services overnigstbpped a car bomb on the George Washington Bridge
connecting New York and New Jersey.

The van, packed with explosiveswas stopped on an approach ramp to the bridge.

Authorities suspect the terrorists intended to blpathe main crossing between New Jersey and New
York, Army Radio reported." Jerusalem Pog¢€Cachedl

Exclusive: 911 Tapes Tell Horror Of 9/11 (Part 2)

Tapes Released For First Time

"JERSEY CITY, N.J. -- They are the first 911 cditsm 9/11 to be released. NewsChannel 4 has an
exclusive account of the tapes from Jersey Cityclwsent hundreds of cops and firefighters intottiek



of ground zero.

Dispatcher: Jersey City police.

Caller: Yeswe have a white van, 2 or 3 guys in there, they lbdike Palestiniansand going around a
building.

Caller: There's a minivan headitmyvard the Holland tunnel, | see the guy by Newark Airpantixing
some junk andhe has those sheikh uniform

Dispatcher: He has what?

Caller:He's dressed like an Arald' - WNBC

Thursday, September 13, 2001 :

Suspects “filmed New York atrocities'

2:51:49 PM

"There are reportive men suspected of being involved in the attaabn the World Trade Centre set

up cameras to record the atrocity

The men set up cameras by the Hudson River and tnagd them on the twin towers

The New York Times reportbey congratulated each other when the crashes oaced.

The five are under investigation by police in Unfity, New Jersey, but it is unclear if any of thane in
custody.

The allegation came as police in New Jersey tad\Nbw York Times the hijackers who left from Newark
airport on the flight which crashed in Pennsylvaméal received aid from associates in the area.

The paper reported law officials said the team ‘@&ded by confederates in Newark who were resptmsib
for logistical support, including money, rental gacredit cards and lodging".

And it emerged that FBI investigators believe efsam of hijackers acted independently from eackeroth
but under orders from a supreme commander.

The conclusion was reached after evidence fronfliftes’ passenger lists, payphone records, evielenc
taken from the rental car seized in Boston andrdrgic phone calls made from the hijacked planes.

It was the commander who selected the flights thijseked and orchestrated the attacks to occabat
the same time.

But the man has not been publicly identified byeistigators, the New York Times reports. His
whereabouts are currently unknownTCM Breaking News




One Arrested, Others Detained at NY Airports

Friday, September 14, 2001

"The New York Times reported Thursday tlaagroup of five men hadset up video cameragsimed at
the Twin Towersprior to the attack on Tuesday, andere seen congratulating one another
afterwards.” - FOX

U.S. arrests of Israelis a mystery

by Doug Saunders, The Globe & Mail [Toronto]
Dec. 17, 2001

LOS ANGELES — U.S. officials have arrested, detdiaad questioned hundreds of people on vague
suspicions of ties to terrorism since Sept. 11,abid@w dozen cases are especially mysteridhsy are
Israelis, young and apparently Jewiskgrking in the United States on temporary visagnd have little
obvious connection to Islamic extremism.

The U.S. government has offered no explanatiothferdetentions, estimated to be as many as 60 in
number, and some of them have begun speaking gubtast and asking courts to end their detenton.
Washington appears to be treating them as palplat#ats: Many remain in jail. Most have been chdrge
with immigration violations, and either have beemil be deported.

Based on what the Israelis say about the quedtimyshave been askdederal officials appear to
believe they areeither Muslim extremists hiding behind false Idir&kentities orspies working for the
Mossad Israel's intelligence agency.

If the latter is the case, it raises the possibitiat Washington is using its antiterrorism cargpaas an
excuse to round up other groups of people it wants'They asked if | was spying on anybody," said
Yaniv Hani, 22, who spent four weeks in custody after Sept. 1d rasw faces charges from the
Immigration and Naturalization Service for workimgh an improper visa. He said Federal Bureau of
Investigation officials asked him whether he waalyeMuslim beforeswitching to questions about
possible ties to Mossad. Mr. Hani worked for a numer of years for Israel's military police.

Israel has protested the arrests. Mark Regev, lkeespman for the Israeli embassy in Washington, teed
FBI has not contacted Israel about spying allegatiand that "not a single one has been chargéd wit
intelligence violations. It has all been visa vialas."



Another possibility is thathe FBI suspects the Israelis of taking part in alandestine operation A
majority of those arrested were employees of aiddoctompany, Quality Sales, that hires vacationing
Israeli youth to work at vending carts in U.S. ghiog malls.

Thomas Dean, a lawyer for the company, acknowledgaiithe Israelis had been issued the wrong tpe o
visa, since they were tourists on working vacati@teer than permanent workers. However, he nbiad t
their cases had all been labelled "special intetssthe INS, a new designation indicating thatythee
suspects in the antiterrorism campaign, not regaiamigration violators.

"Clearly that was what the FBI, from the very bedirg, was very interested in talking about — their
activity in the Israeli military or any kind of ielligence agency."

(Israel does have a history of spying against the lited States even though the two nations are
officially allies. The most famous case is thajahathan Pollard, a U.S. military official convidte 1987
of espionage for stealing top U.S. military secagtdehalf of Israel.)

Also, five of the Israeliscame to the FBI's attention after thegre seen by New Jersey residents on
Sept. 11 making fun of the World Trade Center ruinsand going to extreme lengthspgbotograph
themselves in front of the wreckageThe FBI seized and developéir photos, one of whichshows
Sivan Kurzberg flicking a cigarette lighter in front of the smouldering ruins in an apparently
celebratory gesture

Steven Noah Gordon, a lawyer for the five, toldhe New York Times thaheir behaviour may have
been offensive but said the behaviour was not criminal — "anelytivere being treated as if it wa3He
five have since been deported

U.S. officials have offered no explanation for tharrests, even to immigration judges. Last month, when
the INS asked that bail be denied to 11 of theelsaa judge rejected the request, saying thergavent
had been less than forthcoming with evidence.

"Although the [INS] alleges that these cases gecial,’ it has failed to present any credible enige of
the basis for this finding," Judge Elizabeth Hackeote. "The service has failed to submit any ewvodeof
terrorist activity or of a threat to national satyt - The Globe & Mail(Reprin)

5 Israelis detained for “puzzling behavior' after WI'C tragedy
By Yossi Melman

"Five Israelis who had worked fora moving companybased in New Jersey are being held in U.S.
prisons for what the Federal Bureau of Investigatias described dpuzzling behavior" following the
terror attack on the World Trade Center in New York last Tuesday. The five are expectetigo
deported sometime soon.

The families of the five, who asked that their namet be released, said that their sons had been
questioned by the FBI for hours on end, had beehikesolitary confinement for three days, and baen
humiliated, stripped of their clothes and blindfaid

The mother of one of the young men explained tfaéncbf events as she understands it to Ha'aretz:
She said thathe five had worked for the companywhich is owned by an Israelj for between two
months and two year¥hey had been arrested some four hours after the ttck on the Twin Towers
while filming the smoking skyline from the roof oftheir company's building, she said. It appears that
they were spotted by one of the neighbors who catléhe policeand the FBI.

The mother said that the families and friends efftte in Israel had known nothing of the men's
whereabouts for a number of days.



"When they finally let my son make a phone calltfee first time to a friend in the United State® thays
ago,he told him that he had been tortured by the FBI ina basement’ the mother said. "He was
stripped to his underwear; he was blindfolded amestjoned for 14 hour3.hey thought that because he
has citizenship of a European country as well dsrakl thathe was working for the Mossadlsrael's
secret service]."

Seven FBI agents later stormed the apartment obbtiee Israelis, searched it and questioned his
roommateThe Israeli owner of the company who has U.S. citizenshipjas also questionedBoth men
were subsequently released.

The families here complained that the Israeli ctatsuin New York and the situation room set uphsy t
Foreign Ministry there to locate missing Israelélfdone nothing to help their sons. The Foreignidtiin
told the families that the FBI had denied holdihg five and that the consulate had chosen to leetfey
FBI, the mother said.

The five were transferred out of the FBI's facibity Saturday morning and are now being held in two
prisons in New Jersey by the Immigration and Nadization Services. They are charged with illegally
residing in the United States and working therdeut permits.

The Foreign Ministry said in response that it hadrbinformed by the consulate in New York ttiet FBI
had arrested the five for "puzzling behavior.”" They are said to have had been caught videotapinpe
disaster and shoutingin what was interpreted asies of joy and mockery" - Haaretz(09/17/01)

Caught In A Dragnet

Case of five Israelis held here since Sept. 11asviension between civil rights and fight against
terrorism.

Stewart Ain - Staff Writer






“Just as President George W. Bush was announcimgi®doa new effort to deport foreigners illegally in
this country, one of five Israelis jailed for wonlg here illegally called his mother from jail tckaghen he
could go homeThe five men were arrested and imprisoned just how after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

“He cried and asked how long it will take beforeda® come home,” Israela Marmari of Petach Tikvah
said a half-hour after her son, Omer, 22, callechfthe Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn.
“When they were arrested in September, it was belied they were Arabs connected with the terror
in New York”

In the moving van they were driving for their emygng Urban Moving Systemsin Weehawken, N.J., the
men —ages 22 to 27and all single —earried box cutters. One had $4,000 in cash, anothbad a
camera, and a third had two passports because heatso a German citizen

They were stopped by a police at abol p.m.Sept. 11 after two women saw them standing on the
roofs of the moving company and their van, smilingas they took pictures of each other with the
burning World Trade Centein the background.

No terrorism charges were ever filed, accordinth&r lawyer, Steven Gordon. A spokesman for the
Israeli Consulate in New York said flatly: “We weiddd specifically that they are not suspects™ie t
terror attacks.

The five were ordered deported Sept. 25 by an imatign judge after they acknowledged working here
illegally. The Immigration and Naturalization Seriwould normally move expeditiously to deport them
but they have been caught up in the Bush administra effort to nab anyone even remotely connected
with the terror attacks.

The Israelis are among more than 1,000 peopletadrsgce the attack. As in most of the cases, the
government was circumspect in releasing informadlbaout the arrests.

Gordon said he had difficulty communicating witls klients because when he called to speak with #tem
the Metropolitan Detention Center, authorities édriknowledge of their whereabouts. Family members
also said they could not call and have spoken thig#m only twice since their arrests.

An INS spokesman, Russell Bergeron, declined tongent directly on the case but acknowledged there
are delays in deporting foreigners picked up innemtion with the terror attacks.

“The United States government is involved in a waitle criminal investigation involving the murddr o
some 6,000 U.S. citizens,” Bergeron explained.thia course of that investigation, there are indigid
who have been arrested by the immigration ser¥ing.individual arrested by INS as a result of this
investigation and ordered deported from the Un8&des will remain in custody until that release been
coordinated and cleared by all of the appropriataarities involved in the investigation.

“We have an obligation to ensure that before irdligils are sent out of the country, we are as ceasis
humanly possible that they are not linked to orehiaormation regarding the terrorist attack on tmited
States. There is a time frame before we have tsidenreleasing those individuals, and it is meacum
months.”

He said that since Sept. 11, about 235 foreignave been picked up for questioning by INS; abo®t 18
remain in custody.

The American Civil Liberties Union joined with aaldion of civil liberties groups this week in filg a
Freedom of Information Act request for informatiabout all of those detained since Sept. 11.

Tim Edgar, the ACLU's legislative counsel, saidodte was concerned about a new terrorism law signed
by Bush last week that gives law enforcement bpaagers to track down and arrest suspected tersorist
“I would say it is one of the most serious erosiohsivil liberties since the 1996 Terrorist Achdamaybe
even more serious,” he said.

Gordon said that as an American he could apprettiatprecautions taken by the governmenit. he said
his clients have already passed lie detector testseen “subjected to rigorous interrogation” — udthg
one 16-hour stretch at the beginning — and that liaee not been questioned in more than a month.
“Their investigation has concluded because if tlveme anything else, they would be charged or caetin
to be questioned,” he said.

Families of the five said their incarceration hasridifficult. Until this week, Marmari was held in
isolation; the others were released from isolatidaw days earlier. All are now in with the gengyason
population.

“They are in very bad condition emotionally,” sdstlaela Marmari, who noted thia¢r son had been
working for the moving company only two weeks befa his arrest “We know that everybody is doing
everything they can in Israel and in New York [foem], but nobody knows when this is going to berov



“They are good boys. They are so innocent. My sas i shock [after his arrest]. He said, ‘Mommy, |
can't believe it. We are Israeli and live with @revery day. How could anybody believe that Issael
could do anything like this?’ "

Ronit Ellner said she had planned to come to ti& this month for 10 days to visit her s@ded, 27,
who came to theU.S. six months before his arrestEllner said that when she last spoke with Oded by
phone, she did most of the talking.

“I wanted to make him strong and I told him it vedsa bad dream that would be over,” she saidaidl s
would be over and he will come back home. He wemt®me back. He misses us and he cries.”

Katie Shmuel said her soxaron, 26, who has dual citizenship, had worked fothe moving company
about six months

“It's all a big mistake,” she said.

Heni Kayea, 35, the sister of the other two men, RBhand Sivan Kurzberg, 27 and 23said the brothers
have been kept separate since their arrest. Kayddhe family did not learn of their arrest urtilo days
later when the mother of one of the other men miake called her parents’ home with the news.

“We called immigration and for a month they said thee are no names like this in the computef said
Kayea, who lives in Charlotte, N.C.

Kayea said thadn the morning of theWorld Trade Centeattack, each of the men called their parents
in Israelto assure them they were well and were working iNew Jersewt the time. When the family
learned that they were arrested in the “belief tlveye Arabs, we were shocked,” she said.

“My brothers are tall with blue eyes and brown h@iney look like Europeans,” Kayea said.

She saidSivan, who had the camera, had planned to fly tmdia on Sept. 14to meet friends there.” —
Jewish WeeK11/02/01)

The White Van

Were Israelis Detained on Sept. 11 Spies?

June 21 — "Millions saw the horrific images of WWerld Trade Center attacks, and those who saw them
won't forget them. Bua New Jersey homemaker saw something that morningat prompted an
investigation into five young Israelis and their pgsible connection to Israeli intelligence

Maria, who asked us not to use her last namag, a view of the World Trade Center from her New
Jersey apartment building She remembers a neighbor calling her shortly #fie first plane hit the
towers.

She grabbed her binoculars and watched the destruci unfolding in lower ManhattanBut as she
watched the disaster, something else caught her eye

Maria says she saw three young men kneeling on tiheof of a white vanin the parking lot of her
apartment building:They seemed to be taking a movie,'Maria said.

The men were taking video or photos of themselvestiv the World Trade Center burning in the
background, she said. What struck Maria were the expressianthie men's face$They were like
happy, you know ... They didn't look shocked to me I thought it was very strange," she said.

She found the behavior so suspicious that she wrotlown the license plate number of the van and
called the police Before long, the FBI was also on the scene, astdtawide bulletin was issued on the



van.

The plate number was traced to a van owned by a cgrany calledUrban Moving. Around 4 p.m. on
Sept. 11the van was spotted on a service road off Route Bear New Jersey's Giants Stadium. A police
officer pulled the van ovefinding five men, between 22 and 27 years qgldh the vehicle. The men were
taken out of the van at gunpoint and handcuffegddice.

The arresting officers said they saw a lot thatised their suspicion about the m&me of the passengers
had $4,700 in cash hidden in his sock. Another wasirrying two foreign passports. A box cutter was
found in the van. But perhaps the biggest surprise for the officarse wherihe five men identified
themselves as Israeli citizens

‘We Are Not Your Problem’

According to the police report, one of the passent@d the officers they had been on the West Side
Highway in Manhattan "during the incident" — refag to the World Trade Center attadie driver of
the van, Sivan Kurzberg, told the officers,"We are Israeli. We are not your problem. Your problems
are our problems. The Palestinians are the probleh. The other passengers were his brotPeul
Kurzberg, Yaron Shmuel, Oded Ellner and Omer Marmari.

When the men were transferred to jail, the casetraasferred out of the FBI's Criminal Division,caimto
the bureau's Foreign Counterintelligence Sectidrichvis responsible for espionage cases, ABCNEV¥S ha
learned.

One reason for the shift, sources told ABCNEWS, twasthe FBI believedUrban Moving may have
been providing cover for an Israeli intelligence opration.

After the five men were arrestdatie FBI got a warrant and searchedJrban Moving's Weehawken,
N.J., offices

The FBI searched Urban Moving's officedor several hours, removing boxes of documentsaaddzen
computer hard drive§:he FBI also questioned Urban Moving's ownerHis attorney insists that his
client answered all of the FBI's questioBsi when FBI agents tried to interview him again a fewdays
later, he was gone

Three months later 2020's cameras photographddshue ofUrban Moving, andit looked as if the
business had been shut down in a big hurryCell phones were lying around; office phones vegile
connected; anthe property of dozens of clients remained in the arehouse

The owner had also cleared out of his New Jersey home, patup for sale andreturned with his
family to Israel.

‘A Scary Situation’

Steven Gordon, the attorney for the five Israeli dminees, acknowledged that his clients' actions on
Sept. 11 would easily have aroused suspiciori¥.ou got a group of guys that are taking pictu@stop
of a roof, of the World Trade Center. They're sjireghn a foreign language. They got two passpants o
‘em. One's got a wad of cash on him, and theygotbtters. Now that's a scary situation.”

But Gordon insisted that his clients were just fiveyoung men who had come to America for a
vacation, ended up working for a moving company, ashwere taking pictures of the event.

The five Israelis were held at the Metropolitan éion Center in Brooklyn, ostensibly for overstayi
their tourist visas and working in the United Sgatkegally. Two weeks after their arrest, an imnaigon
judge ordered them to be deported. But sourcesABIANEWS that FBI and CIA officials in Washington
put a hold on the case.

The five men were held in detention for more thaa tonths. Some of them were placed in solitary
confinement for 40 days, and some of them werengagemany as seven lie-detector tests.

Plenty of Speculation

Since their arrest, plenty of speculation has sdidbout the case, and what the five men were dbaig
morning. EventuallyThe Forward, a respected Jewish newspaper in New Yagorted the FBI
concluded that two of the men were Israeli intellignce operatives

Vince Cannistraro, a former chief of operationsdounterterrorism with the CIA who is now a conauatt
for ABCNEWS, said federal authorities' interesttie case was heightened wirsame of the men's
names were found in a search of a national intellence database

Israeli Intelligence Connection?

According to Cannistraranany people in the U.S. intelligence community belved that some of the
men arrested were working for Israeli intelligence Cannistraro saithere was speculation as to
whether Urban Moving had been "set up or exploited for the purpose ofaunching an intelligence
operation against radical Islamists in the areaparticularly in the New Jersey-New York area.”



Under this scenaridhe alleged spying operation was not aimed againdte United States, but at
penetrating or monitoring radical fund-raising and support networks in Muslim communities like
Paterson, N.J, which was one of the placeere several of the hijackers lived in the monthgrior to
Sept. 11

For the FBI, deciphering the truth from the fivealslis proved to be difficult. One of theaul

Kurzberg, refused to take a lie-detector test for @ weeks — then failed it according to his lawyer.
Another of his lawyers told usurzberg had been reluctant to take the test becaashe had once
worked for Israeli intelligence in another country.

Sources say the Israelis were targeting these ffaisthhg networks because they were thought to be
channeling money to Hamas and Islamic Jihad, grthgisare responsible for most of the suicide
bombings in Israel. "[The] Israeli government hasrbvery concerned about the activity of radidainhéc
groups in the United States that could be a suggpéaratus to Hamas and Islamic Jihad,” Cannistraro
said.

The men denied that they had been working for Israeintelligence out of the New Jersey moving
company, and Ram Horvitz, their Israeli attorney, dismissee allegations as "stupid and ridiculous."
Mark Regev, the spokesman for the Israeli Embas$yashington, goes even further, asserting theissu
was never even discussed with U.S. officials.

"These five men were not involved in any intelligeroperation in the United States, and the American
intelligence authorities have never raised thisassith us,” Regev said. "The story is simply false

No ‘Pre-Knowledge’

Despite the denials, sources tell ABCNEWS thewgillsdebate within the FBI over whether or not the
young men were spies. Many U.S. government officsill believe that some of them were on a mission
for Israeli intelligence. But the FBI told ABCNEWS] 0 date, this investigation has not identifieglaody
who in this country had pre-knowledge of the everfite/11."

Sources also said that even if the men were ghiess is no evidence to conclude they had advance
knowledge of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11. ifkestigation, at the end of the day, after ad th
polygraphs, all of the field work, all the crossecking, the intelligence work, concluded that theybably
did not have advance knowledge of 9/11," Cannistranted.

As to what they were doing on the van, they say tkad about the attack on the Internet, could®tis
from their offices and went to the parking lot &obetter view. Buho one has been able to find a good
explanation for why they may have been smiling witlthe towers of the World Trade Center burning
in the backgroundoth the lawyers for the young men and the IsraelEmbassy chalk it up to
immature conduct.

According to ABCNEWS sources, Israeli and U.S. goweent officials worked out a deal — and after 71
days, the five Israelis were taken out of jail, pata plane, and deported back home.

While the former detainees refused to answer ABCISEgiestions about their detention and what they
were doing on Sept. 1%everal of the detainees discussed their experienceAmerica on an Israeli

talk show after their return home.

Said one of the memlenying that they were laughing or happyon the morning of Sept. 1'TThe fact of
the matter is we are coming from a country that expriences terror daily. Our purpose was to
document the event."- ABC News(Archive - Reprin) (09/21/02)

State Granted Access to Moving Company's Storage Edity



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
December 13, 2001

"NEWARK- The State Division of Consumer Affairs (8(@sumer Affairs") is asking all citizens who have
goods stored dfirban Moving Systems' Weehawken warehoust® immediately contact Consumer
Affairs, Attorney General John J. Farmer, Jr., Bieg Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs Director ida
S. Herr announced today.

The State on Wednesday obtained a court ordergyimispectors from Consumer Affairs access to the
facility allowing consumers access to retrievettiggiods and belonging$he State at the same time,

filed a lawsuit in Hudson County Superior CowtjainstUrban Moving Systems and its owner

Dominick Suter alleging violations of both the State's ConsunrauB Act and regulations set forth in the
Public Movers and Warehousing Licensing Act.

According to the complaingn or about September 14, 2005uter departed from the United States
and left no one acting as an agent for Urban.

The complaint also alleges that Suter violatedMlloger's Act by, among other things, failing to picey
Consumer Affairs the name of a current contactqrems agent, not adequately responding to consumer
requests for access to their belongings and nahban agent available for at least 20-30 per vieek
allow consumers access to their belongings.

"We became aware of the hardship consumers facedccatid not get access to their belongings at
Urban's warehouse," Attorney General Farmer s&yg obtaining this court order we can now offer
consumers access to what is rightfully theirs. fawsuit should serve notice that we intend to prose
those who violate our laws and undermine the pistifast.”

"It appears that goods belonging to approximatély donsumers are stored at the warehouse. Thugefar
have only heard from 36 consumers," Herr said. WAk access to the facility for 30 days so we are
urging consumers who have goods stored with Urbamoiitact us as soon as possible.”

Consumers can gain access to the facility on aniappent basis and will have to provide proof of
ownership to claim their goods, Herr said.

Consumers should contact Consumer Affairs at 9ZB&M?2 or 973-504-6228 to gain access to the Urban
facility.

A violation of the Consumer Fraud Act carries a maxn penalty of $7,500 for the first offense and
$15,000 for the second and each subsequent offanselation of the Licensing Act carries a penaify
$2,500 for the first offense and $5,000 for theoaecand each subsequent offense.

Deputy Attorney General Alan R. Niedz of the Diuisiof Law is handling this matter for the State.” -
New Jersey Law & Public Safety

Spy Rumors Fly on Gusts of Truth



Americans Probing Reports of Israeli Espionage

MARCH 15, 2002
By MARC PERELMAN
FORWARD STAFF

"Despite angry denials by Israebnd its American supportergports that Israel was conducting
spying activities in the United States may have aan of truth , the Forward has learned.

However, far from pointing to Israeli spying agdiksS. government and military facilities, as repdrin
Europe last weekhe incidents in question appear to represent a se of Israelis in the United States
spying on a common enemy, radical Islamic networksuspected of links to Middle East terrorism.

In particular, a group of five Israelis arrested in New Jersey shortly after the September 11 attacks
and held for more than two months was subjecteshtonusual number of polygraph tests and intereaspat
by a series of government agencies including thiéskEBunterintelligence division, which by someaep
remains convinced that Israel was conducting aglligénce operatioriThe five Israelis worked for a
moving companywith few discernable assetthat closed up shop immediately afterward and whose
owner fled to Israel

Other allegations involved Israelis claiming todvestudents who had backgrounds in signal intéiaep
and ordnance. (See related story, Page 8.)

Sources emphasized that the release of all thelistander investigation indicates that they weéeared
of any suspicion that they had prior knowledgehef Eeptember 11 attacks, as some anti-Israel media
outlets have suggested.

The resulting tensions between Washington and dkenas sources told the Forward, arose not becduse o
the operations' targets but because Israel reppntretated a secret gentlemen’s agreement bettreen
two countries under which espionage on each otbeil'ss to be coordinated in advance.

Most experts and former officials interviewed fbrstarticle said that such so-called unilateral or
uncoordinated Israeli monitoring of radical MuslimsAmerica would not be surprising.

In fact, they said, Israeli intelligence playedey kole in helping the Bush administration to crdokvn on
Islamic charities suspected of funneling mone\etodrist groups, most notably the Richardson, Texas
based Holy Land Foundation last December.

"l have no doubt Israel has an interest in spyimghmse groups,” said Peter Unsinger, an inteltgen
expert who teaches justice administration at Saa Umiversity. "The Israelis give us good stuielon
the Hamas charities."

According to one former high-ranking American itiggnce official, who asked not to be namtx FBI
came to the conclusiorat the end of its investigatidhat the five Israelis arrested in New Jerseyast
Septembewere conducting a Mossad surveillance mission andiat their employer, Urban Moving
Systems of Weehawken, N.J., served as a front

After their arrest, the men were held in detenfartwo-and-a-half months and were deported aetiteof
November, officially for visa violations.

However, a counterintelligence investigationttvy FBI concluded that at least two of them were ifiact
Mossad operativesaccording to the former American official, whadshe was regularly briefed on the
investigation by two separate law enforcement iaffic

"The assessment was that Urban Moving Systems \vastafor the Mossad and operatives employed by
it," he said. "The conclusion of the FBI was tHagyt were spying on local Arabs but that they cdedde
because they did not know anything about 9/11."

However, he added, the bureau was "very irritatethbse it was a case of so-called unilateral eagmn
meaning they didn't know about it."

Spokesmen for the FBI, the Justice Department Baednmigration and Naturalization Service refused t
discuss the casesraeli officials flatly dismissed the allegationss untrue

However, the former American official said thafter American authorities confronted Jerusalem on
the issue at the end of last year, the Israeli gouement acknowledged the operatiorand apologized
for not coordinating it with Washington.



The five men— Sivan and Paul Kurzberg, Oded Ellner, Omer Marmari and Yaron Shmuel— were
arrested eight hours after the attacks by the Berge County, N.J., policewhile driving in anUrban
Moving Systems van The police acted on an FBI alert aftee men allegedlywere seen acting
strangely while watching the events from the roof of their varehouse and the roof of their van

In addition to their strange behavior atheir Middle Eastern looks, the suspicions were compounded
whena box cutter and $4,000 in cash were found in theam. Moreover,one man carried two passports
andanother had freshpictures of the men standing with the smoldering weckage of the World
Trade Center in the background

The Bergen County police immediately handed theetts to the INS, which turned them over to a joint
police-FBI terrorism task force set up after Sepiterri1 to deal with all possible links with theaais.
The five Israelis were detained in the high-seguvletropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn in saly
confinement until mid-October. On September 25y tilesigned papers acknowledging violations of
U**** immigration law. At the end of October, thé\lS issued a deportation order which was enforced a
month later after a review by the Justice Departraen prodding by Jewish and Israeli officials.
However, the former official said, this is just tbficial story.

In fact, he saidthe nature of the investigation changed after the ames of two of the five Israelis
showed up on a CIA-FBI database of foreign intellignce operativeshe said. At that point, he said, the
bureau took control of the investigation and lawetth Foreign Counterintelligence Investigationf-Gt.
FBI investigations into possible links to the Sepiber 11 attacks are usually carried by the bureau's
counterterrorism division, not its counterintelinge division.

"An FCI means not only that it was serious but #fed it was handled at a very high level and very
tightly," the former official said. That view washeed by several former FBI officials interviewed.
Steven Gordon, an American lawyer hired by the fanties to help secure their release, said he could not
confirm which FBI division was in charge of the @stigation. However, he acknowledged that "themnrewe
a lot of people involved, including counterinteditzce officials from the FBI."

The men all underwent at least two polygraph teath, the lawyer added. He said one of the Isramlls
the test seven times, a very unusual total accgridirseveral polygraph experts interviewed by the
Forward.

After the men were arrestedBl agents searched the warehouse bfrban Moving Systems in
Weehawken, N.J, seizing computer hard drives and documenis. warehouse was closed on
September 14 said Ron George, a spokesman for the New Jetaéy Bivision of Consumer Affairs.
On December 7, a New Jersey judge ruled that theade could seize the goods remaining inside the
warehouse The state also has a lawsuit pending againsan Moving Systemsandits owner, Dominik
Otto Suter, an Israeli citizen

The FBI questionedMr. Suter once. Howeverhe left the country afterward and went back to Israel
before further questioning. Mr. Suter declined through his lawyer to be intewed for this article.
Earlier this year, the New York State Departmentainsportation revoked Urban Moving System's
license after discovering that the company's midttwanhattan base was only a mailing address.
After they returned to Israel at the end of Novembadhe five men told local media that they were kept
in solitary confinement, beaten, deprived of food iad questioned while blindfolded and in their
underwear.

Mr. Eliner, one of the five Israelis, said on twarasions in recent weeks that the five men hadlddaiot
to grant any interviews right now "because we virrtugh a very difficult period and we are not nefat
this."

Their Israeli lawyer, Ram Horwitz, told the Forward was still waiting for the results of the metliests
undertaken by the men in Israel to make a decisipan eventual lawsuit in the United States for
mistreatment.

Mr. Horwitz insisted the men were not intelligeratécers.

Irit Stoffer, an Israeli Foreign Ministry spokeswam said the allegations were "completely untrue! a
that there were "only visa violations."

"The FBI investigated those cases because of 9M4.,'Stoffer said.

Charlene Eban, a spokeswoman for the FBI in Wasbma@nd Don Nelson, a Justice Department
spokesman, said they had no knowledge of an Isspgiing operation.

"If we found evidence of unauthorized intelligenceoperations, that would be classified material,”
added Jim Margolin, a spokesman for the FBin New York.



One leading expert in American intelligence opersj Chip Berlet, a senior analyst at the Bostsedtha
Political Research Associates, explained thate “is a backdoor agreement between allies thatays
that if one of your spies gets caught and didn't dtoo much harm, he goes home. It goes on all the
time. The official reason is always a visa violatm" - The Forward

Five Israelis were seen filming as jet liners ploutwed into the Twin Towers on
September 11, 2001 ...

Were they part of a massive spy ring which shaddhe®/11 hijackers and knew that al-Qaeda planmed
devastating terrorist attack on the USA? Neil Mackavestigates

02 November 2003

THERE was ruin and terror in Manhattan, but, oter Hudson River in New Jerseyhandful of men
were dancing As the World Trade Centre burned and crumpled, thefive men celebrated and filmed
the worst atrocity ever committed on American soilas it played out before their eyes.

Who do you think they were? Palestinians? Saud&fld, even? Al-Qaeda, surely? Wrong on all counts.
They were Israelis — and at least two of them werisraeli intelligence agents, working for Mossagdthe
equivalent of MI6 or the CIA.

Their discovery and arrest that morning is a maiténdisputable fact. To those who have investdaquist
what the Israelis were up to that day, the casesadne dreadful possibility: that Israeli intedlige had
been shadowing the al-Qaeda hijackers as they nfomedthe Middle East through Europe and into
America where they trained as pilots and prepavesiicide-bomb the symbolic heart of the Unitede&sta
And the motive? To bind America in blood and mutsiaffering to the Israeli cause.

After the attacks on New York and Washington, tfi@mer Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, was asked what the terrorist strikes wdd mean for US-Israeli relations. He said: ft's
very good” Then he corrected himself, adding: “Well, it's yatod, but it will generate immediate
sympathy [for Israel from Americans].”



If Israel’s closest ally felt the collective paifhrmass civilian deaths at the hands of terroristsn Israel
would have an unbreakable bond with the world’y dryperpower and an effective free hand in dealing
with the Palestinian terrorists who had been mindgts innocent civilians as the second intifadaggjed
on throughout 2001.

It's not surprising thathe New Jerseyousewife who first spotted the five Israelis antheir white van
wants to preserve her anonymity. She’s insistetigha only be identified as Maria A neighbour in her
apartment building had called her just after thet ftrike on the Twin Towerdlaria grabbed a pair of
binoculars and, like millions across the worlghe watched the horror of the day unfold

As she gazed at the burning towesise noticed a group of men kneeling on the roof ef white van in
her parking lot. Here’s her recollectiorfThey seemed to be taking a movie. They were likedppy,
you know ... they didn’t look shocked to me. | thoght it was strange.”

Maria jotted down the van’s registration and calledthe police The FBI was alerted and soon there was
a statewide all points bulletin put out for the aghension of the van and its occupaiitse cops traced
the number, establishing that it belonged to a comgny calledUrban Moving.

Police Chief John Schmidig said: “We got an aleitbé on the lookout for a white Chevrolet van viiw
Jersey registration and writing on the side. Thmeéviduals were seen celebrating in Liberty Staaek
after the impact. They said three people were jagpip and down.”

By 4pmon the afternoon of September 11, the van was sped near New Jerse'g Giants stadium A
squad car pulled it over and inside were five nretheir 20s. They were hustled out of the car \gitihs
levelled at their heads and handcuffed.

In the car was$4700 in casha couple offoreign passportsand a pair of box cutters— the concealed
Stanley Knife-type blades used by the 19 hijackensho’d flown jetliners into the World Trade Centre
and Pentagon just hours befof@ere were also fresh pictures of the men standingith the
smouldering wreckage of theTwin Towersin the background. One image showed a hand flicking a
lighter in front of the devastated buildings like a fan at a pop concertThe driver of the van then told
the arresting officers: “We are Israeli. We are not your problem. Your problems are our problems.
The Palestinians are the problem.”



His name wasSivan Kurzberg. The otheffour passengers wer&urzberg’s brother Paul, Yaron
Shmuel, Oded Ellner and Omer Marmari. The men were dragged off to prison and trandfeote of the
custody of the FBI's Criminal Division and into thands of their Foreign Counterintelligence Section
the bureau’s anti-espionage squad.

A warrant was issued for a search of the Urban Npyremises in Weehawken in New Jersey. Boxes of
papers and computers were removidte FBI questionedthe firm's Israeli owner, Dominik Otto Suter,

but when agents returned to re-interview him a fewdays later, he was goneAn employee of Urban
Moving said his co-workers had laughed about théanhattanattacks the day they happened. “l was

in tears,” the man said. “These guys were joking ahthat bothered me. These guys were like, ‘Now
America knows what we go through.”

Vince Cannistraro, former chief of operations fouiter-terrorism with the CIA, says the red flaghivep
among investigators whehwas discovered that some of the Israelis’ namesere found in a search of
the national intelligence databaseCannistraro saymany in the US intelligence community believed
that some of the Israelis werevorking for Mossad andthere was speculation over whethedrban
Moving had been “set up or exploited for the purpose oflunching an intelligence operation against
radical Islamists”.

This makes it clear that there was no suggesticatsaever from within American intelligence that the
Israelis were colluding with the 9/11 hijackersimgly that the possibility remains that they knéne t
attacks were going to happen, but effectively dithmg to help stop them.

After the owner vanished, the offices obirban Moving looked as if they’d been closed down in a big
hurry . Mobile phones were littered about, the office p®were still connected and the property of at
least a dozen clients were stacked up in the warseh®he owner had cleared out his family home in
New Jersewnd returned to Israel.

Two weeks after their arrest, the Israelis welkistdetention, held on immigration charges. Tlendge
ruled that they should be deported. But the ClAppeued the deal and the five remained in custady fo
another two months. Some went into solitary comfiaet, all underwent two polygraph tests and at leas
one underwent up to seven lie detector sessionsdibby were eventually deported at the end of
November 2001 Paul Kurzberg refused to take a lie detector test for 10 weekbut then failed it. His
lawyer said he was reluctant to take the testealsad once worked for Israeli intelligence in andter
country.

Nevertheless, their lawyer, Ram Horvitz, dismisgeglallegations as “stupid and ridiculous”. Y%
government sources still maintained that the Israés were collecting information on the fundraising
activities of groups like Hamas and Islamic JihadMark Regev, of the Israeli embassy in Washington,
would have none of that and he said the allegatimre “simply false” The men themselves claimed



they’d read about the World Trade Centre attacks onthe internet, couldn’t see it from their office
and went to the parking lot for a better view Their lawyers and the embassy say their ghoash
sinister celebrations as the Twin Towers blazedthndsands died were due to youthful foolishness.

The respected New York Jewish newspaper, The Fdrwaported in March 2002, however, that it had
received a briefing on the case of the five Iseafebm a US official who was regularly updated &1
enforcement agencies. This is what he told The &aitwThe assessment was thdt/irban Moving
Systems was a front for the Mossad and operativesnployed by it.” He added that “the conclusion of
the FBI was that they were spying on local Aralbsit, the men were released because they “did nat kno
anything about 9/11".

Back in Israel several of the men discussed what happened on laraeli talk show. One of them made
this remarkable commerifThe fact of the matter is we are coming from a contry that experiences
terror daily. Our purpose was to document the event But how can you document an event unless
you know it is going to happen?

We are now deep in conspiracy theory territory. tBgre is more than a little circumstantial evidete
show thatMossad — whose motto is “By way of deception, thahalt do war” — was spying on Arab
extremists in the USA and may have known that $epée 11 was in the offing, yet decided to withhold
vital information from their American counterpawhich could have prevented the terror attacks.

Following September 11, 2001, more than 60 Israatie taken into custody under the Patriot Act and
immigration lawsOne highly placed investigator told Carl Cameron ofFox News that there were
“tie-ins” between the Israelis and September 11; th hint was clearly that they’d gathered
intelligence on the planned attacks but kept it tathemselves.

The Fox News source refused to give details, sayirfigvidence linking these Israelis to 9/11 is
classified. | cannot tell you about evidence thatds been gathered. It's classified information.’Fox
News is not noted for its condemnation of Israé&d;a ruggedly patriotic news channel owned by Rupe
Murdoch and was President Bush’s main cheerleadgrel war on terror and the invasion of Irag.

Another group of around 140 Israelis were detained prior tdSeptember 11, 200in the USA as part
of a widespread investigation into a suspected egpiage ring run bylsraelinside the USA.
Government documents refer to the spy ring as an ‘fganised intelligence-gathering operation”
designed to “penetrate government facilities” Most of those arrested had served in the Iseastied
forces — but military service is compulsory in EHradNevertheless, a number had an intelligence
background.



The first glimmerings of an Israeli spying exerdiseghe USA came to light in spring 2001, when iz
sent a warning to other federal agencies alertiegntto be wary of visitors calling themselves “&drart
students” and attempting to bypass security atré&driildings in order to sell paintings. A Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) report suggested Israeli calls “may well be an organised
intelligence-gathering activity”. Law enforcemerttcdments say that the Israelis “targeted and pateetr
military bases” as well as the DEA, FBI and dozehgovernment facilities, including secret officasd
the unlisted private homes of law enforcement amelligence personnel.

A number of Israelis questioned by the authorisizisl they were students from Bezalel Academy of Art
and Design, but Pnina Calpen, a spokeswoman fdistheli school, did not recognise the names of any
Israelis mentioned as studying there in the paseh@s. A federal report into the so-called artlshus said
many had served in intelligence and electronicaigmtercept units during their military service.

According to a 61-page report, drafted after arestigation by the DEA and the USSeptember 11, 2001,
when a report by a French intelligence agency ntatecording to the FBI, Arab terrorists and suspéct
terror cells lived in Phoenix, Arizona, as welliasviami and Hollywood, Florida, from December 20@0
April 2001 in direct proximity to the Israeli speglts”. immigration service, the Israelis were orgaa into
cells of four to six people. The significance ofatlthe Israelis were doing didn’t emerge until afte

The report contended that Mossad agents were spyildohammed Atta and Marwan al-Shehi, two of
leaders of the 9/11 hijack teams. The pair hadeskeit Hollywood, Florida, along with three other
hijackers, after leaving Hamburg — where anothesddd team was operating close by.

Hollywood in Florida is a town of just 25,000 saul$e French intelligence report says the leadé¢hef
Mossad cell in Florida rented apartments “rightrrtba apartment of Atta and al-Shehi”. More thahied
of the Israeli “art students” claimed residencé&lorida. Two other Israelis connected to the argri
showed up in Fort Lauderdale. At one time, eighthefhijackers lived just north of the town.

Put together, the facts do appear to indicate thairaelknew that 9/11, or at least a large-scale terror
attack, was about to take place on American soil,ut did nothing to warn the USA. But that's not
quite true. In August 2001, the Israelis handed aMést of terrorist suspects — on it were the eaiof four
of the September 11 hijackers. Significantly, hosvethe warning said the terrorists were planning a
attack “outside the United States”.

The Israeli embassy in Washington has dismissechslabout the spying ring as “simply untrue”. The
same denials have been issued repeatedly by #hésfielis seen high-fiving each other as the World
Trade Centre burned in front of them.



Their lawyer, Ram Horwitz, insisted his clients @t intelligence officers. Irit Stoffer, the Isteforeign
minister, said the allegations were “completelyruat. She said the men were arrested becausesat “vi
violations”, adding: “The FBI investigated thoseses because of 9/11.”

Jim Margolin, an FBI spokesman in New York, implibet the public would never know the truth, saying
“If we found evidence of unauthorised intelligeroperations that would be classified material.” Ystael
has long been known, according to US administragmirces, for “conducting the most aggressive
espionage operations against the US of any US. &lgtenteen years ago, Jonathan Pollard, a civilian
working for the American Navy, was jailed for lifier passing secrets to Israel. At first, Israelrolked
Pollard was part of a rogue operation, but the govent later took responsibility for his work.

It has always been a long-accepted agreement amaaigies — such a®Britain and Americaor America
and Israel— that neither country will jail a “friendly spy” nor shame the allied country for espionage
Chip Berlet, a senior analyst at Boston’s PolitiRakearch Associates and an expert in intelligesass;
“It's a backdoor agreement between allies that Hagsif one of your spies gets caught and dido’tab
much harm, he goes home. It goes on all the tirhe.dfficial reason is always visa violation.”

What we are left with, then, is fact sullied by iemdo. Certainly, it seems, Israel was spying withie
borders of the United States and it is equallyaterthat the targets were Islamic extremists priydatked

to September 11. But did Israel know in advance tthe Twin Towers would be hit and the world pludge
into a war without end; a war which would give Erthe power to strike its enemies almost withoulttP
That's a conspiracy theory too far, perhaps. Batuhpleasant feeling that, in this age of spin sewtets,
we do not know the full and unadulterated truth vgn away. Maybe we can guess, but it's for the
history books to discover and decid&unday HeraldWayback

See also:
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